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Study, teaching & research opportunities at UK universities

Welcome to this taster of the UK’s vibrant network of universities offering
writing programs at all levels and modes.

Imagine taking a one-year MA in the UK developing your own writing; or
focusing on your own creative practice in  a doctoral degree, submitting a
novel or collection of poetry with critical exegesis in place of a traditional
thesis; or hopping across the pond to take a specialized 3-year BA, with
summers to explore the homes of your favourite British writers.

The National Association of Writers in Education (NAWE) is a network of UK
writers and writing programs, similar to AWP, and we’re particularly keen to
foster international exchange, and help writers engage with all that the UK
has to offer. Each year we update our online Directory of Writing Programs,
and  at the latest count, there were 141 institutions offering a total of 504
programs. In all of these you would be supported to develop your own work
under the careful guidance of practising, published writers. 

Perhaps most appealing for American teachers and students of creative
writing is the range of doctoral degrees, which focus on the production of your
own creative research projects. Full-time doctoral degrees are usually
completed in three years, but most universities offer online, low-residency,
part-time schedules, allowing students to study from abroad and organize
their research in accordance with other commitments. This is possible
because UK doctoral degrees do not include taught courses and term papers.
It’s all about your own writing. Most UK universities provide the option of
teaching roles for doctoral students during the course of the degree and many
institutions have exchange networks with other European universities. Some
Masters level degrees offer the flexibility of part time, low residency or
completely on-line study. If you are already well-published, with a number of
books, or plays performed, you might like to explore the possibility of a
doctorate by published works.

The NAWE website also promotes details of all employment opportunities for
writers, together with a comprehensive listing of events. We publish a
quarterly magazine, Writing in Education, which explores writing at all levels
and in all settings: from elementary school, to residencies in prisons and
therapeutic contexts as well as universities. 2015 sees the publication of our
first peer reviewed Creative Writing journal – Writing in Practice, which aims
to explore the nature of the art of writing, highlighting current academic
thinking and practice, and reflecting on this with an international outlook,
including critical discussion of creative processes, and critical examination of



the history and pedagogy of Creative Writing. We welcome your submissions
for the next issue as well as volunteer peer reviewers.

Finally, why not think about joining us for our tranquil retreat in North Wales or
our invigorating annual conference, this year in the beautiful historic city of
Durham?

The following institutions are promoting their programs through NAWE
at AWP Minneapolis 2015 (Booth 807).

          Anglia Ruskin University
          Bath Spa University
          Brunel University
          University of Cambridge
          University of Chichester
          University of East Anglia
          University of Gloucestershire
          Lancaster University
          Loughborough University
          Metanoia Institute
          Middlesex University
          The Open University
          University of Oxford
          Oxford Brookes University 
          University of Salford, Manchester
          Sheffield Hallam University
          University of Southampton
          University of Winchester
          York St John University

Other contacts, publications and opportunities

          International Poetry Studies Institute (IPSI)
          Writing in Practice
          Beyond the Benchmark HEA research report
          NAWE Conference 2015
          About NAWE 
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twitter.com/angliaruskin

facebook.com/angliaruskin

Apply Today
anglia.ac.uk/nawe

Unleash your 
creativity in 
Cambridge
Join our MA Creative Writing this 
September/January and benefit from;

•  Continual feedback from a   
 professional writing community 

•  Working with a  Royal Literary   
 Fellow and published authors

•  Links with Cambridge University   
 Press and other UK/USA Publishers  
 via our MA Publishing/ MA   
 Children’s Book Illustration courses

“The MA made a diff erence 

to my writing and helped me 

to get published”

Penny Hancock (Two-book publishing deal 
with Simon & Schuster)
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Research-led teaching by 
Britain’s most celebrated, 
talented and original writers 
including Matt Thorne, 
Bernardine Evaristo, Celia 
Brayfield and Will Self as well as 
leading figures from the world 
of publishing.

Places are available on MA Creative 
Writing and MA The Novel, a 
dedicated programme for novelists 
which is one of the very few in the 
world with this specific focus.

The Brunel Centre for 
Contemporary Writing welcomes 
applicants wishing to undertake 
MPhil and PhD research.

Study Creative Writing at Brunel
World Class University in London, UK

For more information or to apply online visit 
www.brunel.ac.uk/cbass/arts-humanities/creative-writing 
Email: pg-arts-admissions@brunel.ac.uk
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Institute of Continuing Education

Study creative writing at Cambridge
Apply now for part-time and short courses in 2015

Visit www.ice.cam.ac.uk/NAWE to apply online
enquiries@ice.cam.ac.uk     |    +44 (0)1223 746262

Whether you’re a complete beginner or an experienced writer, we have 
a course to help you. Choose from a wide variety of short and part-time 
courses, all taught by established literary professionals and academics.

Creative Writing Summer School  2 – 15 August 2015
Building on Cambridge’s rich literary tradition, this two-week summer 
school will help you develop your existing writing skills in a range of 
genres and styles. You will also have the chance to stay in an historic 
Cambridge College and take part in excursions and social activities.

Undergraduate Certi!cate in Creative Writing  Oct 2015 – June 2016
For anyone wishing to pursue a writing project, this part-time course 
will help you develop your writing voice and give you the chance to 
experiment in a friendly and supportive atmosphere.

Master of Studies (MSt) in Creative Writing  Oct 2015 – July 2017
This two-year, part-time Master’s programme is designed to help 
experienced writers develop high-level skills in a range of literary genres, 
with the chance to specialise in your chosen !eld in Year 2.

You can also take short courses with us throughout the year, including 
residential weekends at beautiful Madingley Hall and online courses.



8

Come and Study in historic Chichester 
with one of the most experienced 
Creative Writing teams in the UK

www.chi.ac.uk/english

As one of  the most established Creative Writing
departments in the country, Chichester has a long
record of  student successes. All our courses are
taught by practising novelists, short story writers,
poets and dramatists, including Professor Alison
MacLeod, whose latest novel Unexploded was
longlisted for the 2013 Man Booker prize. In
addition to this, there are regular visits by other
writers. The !nal taught module on our MA in
Creative Writing includes a session given by agents
and editors. Sta"  are willing to advise on
professional issues of  placing work. The
Department also hosts Thesholds, the
international home of  the short story forum:
blogs.chi.ac.uk/shortstoryforum/

To !nd out more, please contact for MA in Creative Writing: Stephanie Norgate
S.Norgate@chi.ac.uk, PhD: Professor Bill Gray B.Gray@chi.ac.uk

MA in Creative Writing
PhD in Creative Writing

Recent publications by our graduates include Mother Island By Bethan Roberts 
(Chatto and Windus) and Rook by Jane Rusbridge (Bloomsbury) 
www.chi.ac.uk/department-english-and-creative-writing/postgraduate
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One of Great Britain’s most versatile writing programmes
Study for a PGCert, PGDip, Taught MA or MA by Research

On the MA in Creative and Critical Writing, you will work 
with practising and published writers to hone your craft and 
concentrate on your specific genre.

Our lecturers will help you develop your own distinctive voice 
and advise on possible avenues to publication.  In addition, 
modules with a more academic focus offer you the opportunity 
to engage with literary theory and study the work of influential 
writers, as well as learn about how to teach Creative Writing.

Poetry and Poetics  Transgressive Fiction  Slipstream & 
Genre Writing  Creative Writing Pedagogy  Dramatic Writing 
 The Creative Industries  Short Fiction  Editing Experience  
 Publishing Opportunities  International Literature Festival

Find out more by visiting www.newwriting.org 

Course Leader Lucy Tyler: 
ltyler@glos.ac.uk

Postgraduate Admissions: 
postgrad@glos.ac.uk 

MA IN CREATIVE 
AND CRITICAL WRITING
at the University of Gloucestershire
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LANCASTER UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH AND CREATIVE WRITING

Creative Writing

The Lancaster Writing Programme is one of  
the largest and oldest in the UK, and at  
Masters level we offer:  

— Tuition by prize-winning authors in all   
major genres    

— Masterclasses from visiting authors,  
literary professionals and agents  

— Part-time, full-time or distance-learning  
options 

AND

The opportunity to work on a single year-long 
project of your own choosing 

OR

take poetry and fiction modules alongside   
English Literature modules.

If you apply before the beginning of March, 
you have the opportunity of applying for   
bursary funding.

www.lancs.ac.uk/fass/english/

Tutors include:

Jenn Ashworth
Sarah Corbett
Jane Draycott
Paul Farley
Conor O’Callaghan
George Green
Zoe Lambert
Sara Maitland
Brian McCabe
Graham Mort
Tom Pow
Eoghan Walls
Michelene Wandor

Alumni include:

Andrew Miller
Ali Shaw
Monique Roffey
Jacob Polley
Ray Robinson
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Explore Creative Writing in London

BA Creative Writing and Journalism

MA Novel Writing (DE) - delivered online

PhD in Creative Writing

Find out more and apply now
www.mdx.ac.uk
americas@mdx.ac.uk
+1 (480) 471-5966

At Middlesex, all of our Creative Writing courses are taught by 
practicing, published writers with many years experience in 
delivering high quality teaching in the subject. Our London-based 
campus means that we are ideally placed for students to find 
inspiration, gain experience and make industry contacts.
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OXFORD BROOKES MA 
IN CREATIVE WRITING
A year to change your writing life in the 
world’s most literary city
Latest major alumni successes: 

Helen Eve, Stella, 
Pan/MacMillan UK/US 
2014  

Catherine Chanter,  
The Well,   
Canongate (UK) Simon & 
Schuster (US), tbp 2015

Kit de Waal, pictured with 
Philip Pullman at the 2013 
Brookes MA Showcase, has 
just (Dec 2014) signed a 
major three-book deal with 
Penguin (UK)/Viking (US)

All lectures, workshops and tutorials are delivered by our  
Permanent Faculty of bestselling/award-winning authors, 
working with our internationally famous Creative Writing Fellows. 

Every student gaining a Distinction is guaranteed to have their 
work read by top London agency BELL LOMAX MORETON and 
by highly distinguished London publisher PHILIP GWYN JONES.

For more information please go to: www.english-languages.
brookes.ac.uk/Studying/Postgraduate/Creative-Writing 



Find out more at  
www.salford.ac.uk/creative-writing

Learn from internationally published and performed award-
winning writers, in a vibrant location that inspires your 
creative development. 
 
Our MA Creative Writing: Innovation and Experiment 
encourages you to work at the edge of new and evolving 
practices. You will be invited to engage with fundamental 
issues in the theory of literature, producing original creative 
writing in prose, poetry, hybrid and experimental forms.

Our students and graduates enjoy a strong history of success 
in publishing and performing work.

As a preparation for the MA programme, we also run  
BA degrees in English, Creative Writing, and Drama.

Study Creative Writing 
at the University of 
Salford, UK
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The International Poetry Studies Institute (IPSI) is
affiliated with both NAWE and Bath Spa University.

IPSI conducts research related to poetry and publishes and
promulgates the outcomes of this research internationally. The
institute also publishes poetry and interviews with poets, as well
as related material, from around the world. Publication takes
place in IPSI’s online journal Axon: Creative Explorations.

IPSI’s goals include working—collaboratively, where possible—to
further the appreciation and understanding of poetry, poetic
language and the cultural and social significance of poetry. The
institute also organises symposia, seminars, readings and other
poetry-related activities and events.

IPSI aims to develop new communities of poetry and to make
new links between poets wherever they are. It aims to celebrate
the complexity and variety of poetry and, while doing so, to bring
poetry to the attention of as wide an audience as possible.

IPSI is part of the Donald Horne Centre for Creative and
Cultural Research, Faculty of Arts and Design, University of
Canberra, Australia. 

Contact: Dr Paul Munden paul.munden@canberra.edu.au
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Writing in Practice
The Journal of Creative Writing Research

Executive Editor: Maggie Butt

NAWE is delighted to announce the
launch of its new peer-reviewed journal
that aims to explore the nature of the art
of writing, highlighting current academic
thinking and practice, and reflecting on
this with an international outlook. 

The journal will encourage the
investigation of a broad range of
possible approaches to Creative
Writing, focusing in particular on critical
discussion of creative processes, and
critical examination of the history and
pedagogy of Creative Writing in all
contexts. It also aims to encourage
research in the field of Creative Writing,
including practice-based and practice-
led research. Creative Writing itself is welcomed when integral to an article.

Writing in Practice is an open access, online, scholarly journal that
complements Writing in Education, the NAWE magazine distributed to its
members.

The first issue now published, edited by Celia Brayfield, Derek Neale
and Harry Whitehead.

The call for submissions to the second issue is now open.

www.nawe.co.uk/writing-in-practice              ISSN 2058-5535
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Beyond the Benchmark
Creative Writing in Higher Education
Author: Paul Munden

This report was commissioned by the
Higher Education Academy to
investigate the current state of Creative
Writing teaching and research in higher
education and to determine key areas
for investment (of time, energy and
pedagogical research) following the
rapid and sustained growth in Creative
Writing degree programmes over the
last decade.

The aim was to produce a major report
that collates examples of current best
practice and identifies the issues facing
the subject over the coming years, not
least on account of the introduction of a
Creative Writing A-Level by AQA in
2013. 27 universities contributed to the
research.

“This report is for anyone who values the teaching of
Creative Writing and is interested in its further development
in higher education as a subject that uses daring and
innovation as well as sound pedagogy.”

Nicole King, Discipline Lead for English Literature, Creative Writing and
English Language, Higher Education Academy

Published in association with NAWE, the report is available in print and as a
pdf. Please contact NAWE or the HEA for a free copy.

www.heacademy.ac.uk • www.nawe.co.uk
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NAWE Conference, 13-15 November 2015
Radisson Blu Hotel, Durham, UK

Writers worldwide are invited to this essential UK event for writers
working or studying in universities and any other educational and
community contexts. 

The NAWE Conference enables writers to share their various approaches to
teaching and developing writing at all levels. We are open to any suggestions
in terms of presentation format but we give preference to workshop sessions
or discussions where delegates can be most actively involved. 

The event runs from Friday lunchtime through to Sunday midday. There will
be special events on both evenings. Previous speakers have included Alan
Bennett (The History Boys), Willy Russell (Blood Brothers), Graham Swift
(Waterland, Last Orders) and Carol Ann Duffy (UK Poet Laureate).

If you wish to submit a proposal (deadline 1 May 2015), please refer to the
NAWE website: www.nawe.co.uk

NAWE, PO Box 1, Sheriff Hutton, York YO60 7YU, England, UK
+44 (0)1653 618429 



National Association of Writers in Education

NAWE is the UK network for writers and writing programs,
offering publications, resources, events and services for all
those teaching or studying creative writing.

NAWE's mission is to further knowledge, understanding and enjoyment of
Creative Writing and to support good practice in its teaching at all levels. 

NAWE promotes Creative Writing as both a distinct discipline and an
essential element in education generally. Our membership includes those
working in Higher Education, the many freelance writers working in schools
and community contexts, and the teachers and other professionals who work
with them.

We welcome members from overseas, with the following subscription rates
available:

Associate Membership – £20: this rate is open to any writers, teachers,
students or other colleagues who wish to be involved and keep fully up to
date with our work. It provides reduced rates for all NAWE events and
publications, and free access to the NAWE magazine and its archive online.
Associate members in the US wishing to purchase printed copies may do so
at £30 for a full year (3 issues).

Institutional Membership – £195: this is primarily for universities and writing
organizations. It provides full access to resources (including the online
magazine) for up to 10 named individuals, together with reduced rates for all
events, publications and publicity (such as international promotions), plus one
library copy of the printed magazine. Courses and opportunities offered by the
institution are given maximum (free) publicity on the NAWE website, and one
free advertisement in the magazine. Universities in the US can receive further
printed magazines at the rate as above.

Overseas members are very much encouraged to contribute to the NAWE
magazine, Writing in Education, and to take part in our Annual Conference in
November.

To subscribe to NAWE, please use our online subscription
service at www.nawe.co.uk.

27



supporting and developing 
writers at all levels

www.nawe.co.uk

NAWE is a Company Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England and
Wales No. 4130442.


